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" Government may not pay you. But why
is there no pie ? The men who got pay always got
as much other money as their pay. Pay is not all
the cash that a magistrate gets."

" That is all an old story, Anjappa. In these
days bribery is out of the question."

"Not for all. For those who have not the
courage it is out of the question : not for men of
spirit. But apart from that, Rangappa, supposing
you get angry now with the Amildar, you can ask
him to stand up and fine him, can you not ? "

"If it had been you that had been appointed
magistrate, Anjappa, you could have done it.
But you know I am shanbhog of this village.
If I fine the Amildar because I am a magistrate
he will make me stand up for being a shanbhog
and remove me from my appointment."

Anjappa could see that this was only proper*
"Quite so," he said. "You are bigger as
magistrate. He is bigger as Amildar." Dwelling
on this profound thought Anjappa took out his
bag of betel leaf and nut, and began a search for
a dry leaf and a piece of nut. Leaf and nut in
Anjappa's bag were aged even as he was. He
bought leaf often enough, but on any day there
would be some old and withered leaf in the bag,
and every time he would use only that leaf